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Year End Newsletter 2008 

 
Wow where did time go?  Here we are again at the end of another year.  It seems that it was just last week that we sent out last yearsô 

newsletter.   Our year has been busy as usual trying to juggle family commitments, hockey schedules, winter hunting shows and 

operating the hunting outfit.  Although our life at times is hectic and way too busy, we are blessed to have the opportunity to enjoy the 

business and lifestyle that we have. 

 

January 2007 saw us hustling Ricky around northern BC keeping up with two hockey teams that he was playing on-it was a busy time 

but we love watching the kids play.    We also headed south and attended SCI in Reno, FNAWS in Salt Lake City and GSC/OVIS in 

Las Vegas.   As soon as we were home from the shows I headed north and got into the Horse Range just before a major snow storm.  I 

checked on the horses and was then kept busy keeping wood cut as a frigid cold snap and heavy snow kept me grounded there for over 

a week.   Once spring started to roll around I was back in the skies and was able to complete my pilots licence, while Lori held down 

the fort, took the bookings and worked on the schedule and organization for the upcoming season.  In late May we headed to the 

Horserange with Loriôs cousin Bruce and Lawson and Romy Peterson and their two little girls to do a renovation project.    Then late 

June found us in southern Saskatchewan at our daughter Kirbiôs high school graduation from Notre Dame High School.    

 

With summer looming on the horizon it was time to get back into the mountains and help Lawson get horses and gear ready for our    

summer trail ride schedule.  Once again Andy Diethelm, Canada Trail Switzerland, brought 12 clients over for a two week remote 

wilderness trail ride.   With 35 head of horses, 12 guests and 8 crew we were off to see the Lloyd George Icefields located at the head 

of the Muskwa River, unfortunately we were turned back at Wolvertin Pass by deep snow slides that hadnôt released their grip on the 

horse trail yet .   So it was time to regroup and look for another destination.   Our 

base camp at the head of the picturesque Gataga River was chosen.  Off we 

journeyed on our new heading, only to be thwarted again by Mother  Nature.   This 

time by rock slides that had altered the pack trail making Gataga Pass impassable 

by horse back.  Once again a strategy session was undertaken and we realized that 

we would have to stay in the Tuchodi drainage for the remainder of the ride.  Even 

though we were thrown a couple curve balls by mother  nature it was a very 

satisfying and enjoyable trip by all that were involved.   Once the large Swiss 

group were done, we were off again with a smaller party consisting of local 

fishermen and trail riders Rick and Thomas Tarling, Glen Aalhus and Don 

Peterson .   This groups main focus was to fill the frying pan with Dollys and 

Grayling and we were not disappointed.  We enjoyed     more than one fish fry 

from the holes along the Tuchodi 
Rick, Thomas, Glen and Don with a good feed of fish! 

 

With our trail riding schedule completed, it was time to gather some fresh horses, nail on 

some new shoes and get the fly camps packed for the oncoming sheep hunting season.   First 

off of the plane with gun in hand and boots laced up were local hunters Kody and Kerry 

Mann from Fort St John, BC.  Kody was the one with the sheep tag and Dad was along as 

advisor and cheering section.   Lead by guide Jared Caldwell and assisted by brother Josh as a 

wrangler, Kody had his ram down opening morning.   The moment of elation and high fives 

was followed by disbelief and horror as Kodyôs ram fell over 1000 feet .  This meant a 

treacherous recovery the following day,  and a ram that was battered to say the least.   Kodyôs 

taxidermist is going to have his work cut out for him to put the pieces back together, 

fortunately the horns remained intact with only a couple of chips in them to show for the fall.      

 

 

Also on the first hunt of the season was David Reed, Montgomery TX.   Ricky and I had the 

pleasure of guiding David to his ram on a hard fought and physically demanding hunt of a 

lifetime.   It was a roller coaster of classic sheep hunting stalks, a missed shot and some of the 

hottest August temperatures weôve had in years.   Congratulations to David on his ram as he has 

what you call ñtrue gritò.  Meanwhile on another sweltering mountain, sheep hunter Phil Shugart, 

Eagle Point, OR was being coached into position to claim his Stone Ram by sheep guide Lawson 

Peterson and wrangler Mike Ford.   The final sheep hunter on our first hunt, John Baar and wife 

Ruth Kary, Detroit Lakes, MN we also in hot pursuit of a band of rams with guide Gabriel Wolf 

and wrangler Dave McAleney.   This brought to a close the first sheep hunt of the season with a              

final count of 4 for 4.   

David Reed-success in 100 F heat 

 

mailto:llwarren@pris.ca


 

 

 

 

As the next load of sheep hunters arrived the weather started to cool off a bit, and with loaded pack boxes and 

renewed enthusiasm everyone headed for the high country.  A couple of good Wyoming cowboys JJ Butler and 

Lyman Clark drew Gabe and David for their guide and wrangler.  JJ was packing a sheep tag and Lyman was 

along for a goat.   So with Gabe leading the way they had a 40òer down within the first week.   It was Lymanôs 

turn at the trigger now, only set back was that goat season wasnôt open for another 5 days.   So they signed on with 

the outfit and pulled a shift moving our Muskwa Camp into place.   Once the trail ride was over Lyman wasted no 

time in knocking over a dandy billy.    

 

Meanwhile the Caldwell brothers, Jared and Josh were enjoying the company of BC 

resident hunter, Colin Fournier.   Once again the mountain Godôs were generous and they were back in  base 

camp with a good looking 36ò ram, but not content to sit around camp they kept  

hunting and Colin went home with a ram, a moose and an elk.   The Jolly brothers, 

David and Derrek, Dalton, GA  were our final two clients on the second sheep hunt.   

David was the sheep hunter,  with Derrek along as camera man , but on the look out 

for a goat and moose.   Lawson rose to the occasion and guided David to a handsome  

full curl ram, and Derrek to a last day goat.   Mike was the moose guide,   and he 

was kept busy freighting meat back to base camp as he guided Derrek to a moose 

with really unusual velvet coloring, and David to a dandy 190+ moose.          

                                                                                                                

 

As the second sheep hunt was drawing to a close the elk hunters were starting to infiltrate the hills along the Tuchodi.  Roth Hickling 

from southern BC  was the first elk hunter to start off our fall schedule, and with the assistance of Jared filled his freezer with some 

good fat August elk meat.   Sharing the spot light on the first hunt of the season was old time pilot Fred Hecox, Roy, WA who was 

guided by Kirk Caldwell these two fellows hunted hard and  knocked down a dandy 6 pt bull, unfortunately for Fred,  Mr Grizzly Bear 

wanted the elk just as much as Fred did.  Prince George, BC guide outfitter signed on with us for one hunt in order to guide a bow 

hunting client of his from Germany.   Kay Steffan, Salzungen, Germany enjoyed the plentiful elk population on the Tuchodi as it 

presented a real bow hunterôs paradise.   Only problem was the rut hadnôt quite kicked off yet, and the bulls were still a bit shy, but 

Michael and Kay hunted hard and on day  four Kay got a shot at a nice bull, unfortunately it turns out that the bull was farther than 

they thought.   Kay returned to Germany without the bull and Iôm sure is reliving the shot over and over.    

 

      On the next flight into camp Eastern FNAWS Stone Sheep Hunt Raffle winner, Dusty Pittman,  

Hancock, MD arrived to hunt with Lawson.  They put their camp together in 

short order and were off in pursuit of Dustyôs ram.   As a result a tight curled, 

dark caped High Meadow  ram is headed for MD.   With the onset of the elk 

season our Muskwa/Jim River camp was fired up and ready for another season.   

Geva Innes, NZ was back for another season to handle the cooking chores with 

Dave McAleney on hand to do the wrangling.   The opening hunt saw Ryan 

Hackett and Dave Naylor, Painted Post, NY. put the first meat on the pole, with 

an elk and moose each, and memories to keep them chuckling for a while, as 

guides Art Bilodeau and Pierre Barrett shared their tales from years gone by around the evening camp fire.   

Over in the far west corner of the hunting area the Gataga River camp was also put into action.   The Gataga 

crew consisted of guides Ernie Napoleon, Mike Ford, cook Sharon McLean and Kiwi wrangler Victor Perry.   

As Denny Doyle, Oak Hills, CA. and Wayne Davis, Yucaipa, CA. boarded the flight for the Gataga camp 

they had goats and elk on their mind.   As they wound their way through the peaks flying to camp they kept 

their eyes glued to the mountains looking for some white specks among the rocks.   By hunts end they both 

had bragging rights to a couple of good 6x6 elk, but the mountains and weather had beat them out on the 

goat hunting end of things.   Also sharing the camp on this first hunt was a camera crew, accompanied by 

host Randy Travalia from the show ñQuest for the Oneò which can be seen on the Versus network.   The 

focus of the show would be a moose hunt, so Monty and I were pressed into action to find a suitable bull.   

By mid hunt we located a bull that wanted to be a movie star and some great footage was captured. 

 

Meanwhile back on the Tuchodi side the 3 Caldwell brothers, Kirk, Jared and Josh were sharing a spike 

camp with the three Scerbo boys, dad John and sons Ryan and 

Kieth all from NJ.   It wasnôt long and the count was 3 bulls for 3 

hunters, but it wasnôt quite as simple as it sounds as our healthy 

grizzly population caused problems for John and a dwindling blood 

trail for Ryan and Jared kept guides and hunters hopping.   Back on 

the Muskwa side of the area the second hunt was ready to start.  A crew shuffle was in order, 

as guides Gerald Bahm and Gabriel Wolf with wrangler Erin McLean returned to finish out 

the season.   Repeat client Svend Erik Baadsgaard, Denmark brought his son Mads along 

with him to enjoy a Jim River elk, moose and goat hunt.   With the elk rut in progress it 

didnôt take long to fill their elk tags,  and a moose and a goat rounded out the tally by hunts 



end.   As the elk rut heated up and the moose started stripping their velvet,our Mexican guests Ernesto Lopez and cousin Juan Carlos 

Lopez, Saltillo, MX  were eager to hit the saddle and find out what Jim River was like.   They were not disappointed as Gerald and 

Gabriel were busy skinning a couple good 6x6ôs and 2 bull moose of which one was a real booner.                                                                                             

 

At the Horserange the elk rut was also in full swing.  Jared and Kirk had a couple Dead Dog six pointers headed 

south for clients Glenn Bingham, Carthage, NY and John Peebles, Adams, NY.  In addition to his elk John and 

guide Kirk also managed to find time to put a moose on the ground as well.  The next hunt change brought us 

repeat client Terry Gerber, Cameron, WI and thefather/son team of Matt and Gunner Bretz.   Monty teamed up 

with Matt and Gunner and coaxed in a great 6 pointer for Gunner to claim as his first elk.  Guide Pierre Barrett 

and Terry grabbed their bugles and sorted through the bulls in search of Mr. Big.   As luck would have it though 

Mr. Big was always just one more ridge away.   Sometimes everything doesnôt go just the way weôd like it and 

anything can happen when horses and frosty mornings are involved, after one particularly frosty sunrise both 

Terry and Pierre ended up walking back to camp both suffering from some major bruising.   I donôt think either 

Gunner Bretzôs elk        Terry or Pierre should take up competive saddle bronc riding at this stage of their lives. 

 

As the frost thawed and fresh horses were gathered former sheep hunting client Bill Kuntze, 

Daggett, Mi and son Brian headed down river towards Hiway camp in search of elk following 

experienced guide Josh Johnson and wrangler Brock Reimer.   As the old faithful honey holes 

were explored and a new trail or two were opened up Brian knocked down a heavy 6 point to 

claim the honors of best elk of the year for TRO.   He and Josh also had an exciting encounter 

with a wolf, but Brian and Josh ended up winning and the wolf is now residing in MI.    Back 

over on the Gataga, Steve Dahm, Merrill, WI, was packing uncancelled elk, moose and goat tags.   

With high expectations and lots of country to view Steve who was traveling with guide Mike 

Ford ended up cancelling his elk and moose tags by hunts end.         Brian Kuntze & #1 elk 

 

With two-thirds of September gone it was time for former clients father & son team Dave and 

David Heeter, Spencer, WV to start their hunt based out of the Gataga camp.   Dave Sr and guide 

Richard Baumeister hunted out of the Gataga base camp so they could utilize the cooking services 

of Terry Ferron and indulge in their nightly poker tournaments with Terry-this didnôt hamper their 

success though as Dave kept Richard busy butchering and fleshing a real pretty grizzly bear and a 

good 55+ bull moose.   David Jr along with guide Mike Ford and  wrangler Victor Perry had 

chosen a different plan of attack and after a long ride started  stacking up the horns and hides up at 

their spike camp at the head of the Tuchodi Valley.   Davidôs final tally was an elk, moose, goat 

and a monster grizz.  

 

Meanwhile at Jim River it was time to start their final 10 day hunt and make the treck back to the 

Horserange.   Bowhunter Mark Zebly had chosen this hunt in his pursuit of  taking  a moose with 

his bow.   His expectations were fulfilled as he took  both a  moose  and an elk and   came very 

close to taking a mtn goat, all with his bow.    Even though  we were busy with  the hustle and 

bustle with the elk hunts we also had some clients in the field hunting sheep.    The mid September 

sheep hunt saw the return of Abbotsford, BC resident David Heitsman who once again wanted to 

spend two weeks trying to keep guide Lawson Peterson in sight.  David had hunted with us and 

Lawson in 2007 and had taken a nice ram, this year his goal was to try and find a ram that would 

outscore his previous trophy.  As they wore the treads off their boots and looked over some incredible 

new country David chose to pass on the rams that they sawðthey had an awesome  hunt together and 

we really respect David for choosing to pass up rams and hold out for that special one.  That is what 

hunting is all about!   Also scheduled on the mid-september sheep hunt was 

Aaron Feiller, Colts Neck, NJ who made no mistake and had guide Jared 

Caldwell caping an impressive lamb tipped trophy by the third day.   As this 

hunt was drawing to a close, down under in Canberra, Australia John Allen was 

hurriedly packing his gear and making last minute travel arrangements to be in 

Fort Nelson within 5 days, due to some unforeseeable circumstances he was 

replacing a friend of his on the last sheep hunt of the year.    John made it across just in time to get hit with 

some of the coldest and snowiest conditions of the fall.   Lawson and wrangler David banked up their tents and 

stuck it out in the hight country till John had both a ram and the longest haired Billy Goat of the season.      

 

Even though the high country was starting to snow under the elk on the Tuchodi were still rutting hard.   To 

take advantage of the great hunting conditions the Mann family, Kerry, Kerri, Kody and Kirsten of Fort St 

John, BC had arrived at the Horserange.   Kirsten was the first to punch her tag with a single shot at 180 yds 

from her 308 on a Grizzly Creek 6 point.   Kerri, Kody and Kirsten took the next 

day off to relax a bit and hoped that with the extra day dad Kerry would be able to 

recover from his flu so that he could join in on the fun.  Unfortunately Kerry 

needed another couple of days to feel up to snuff so the family left him sitting by 

the fire and headed out as Kody still had a tag to fill.   Not wanting to be outdone 

by his sister he lowered the boom on a nice 6 pt at 20 yds with 4 shotséééor was it 6, oh well whoôs 

counting eh Kody (Kirsten is!).   By the way Lori was the guide on Kodyôs elk and was responsible for the 



20 yd shot.   

 

 

 

Next on the scene were hunting partners Ken Sharkey, Grand Haven, MI and Dan Tompkins, Baltimore, 

OH both in pursuit of a good elk.   With cook Sharon McLean and wrangler Brock Reimer, guides Pierre 

Barrette and Josh Johnson made the short move to the Caribou Range camp with Ken and Dan.   Josh and 

Dan were the first to scope on day 5 on a long tined 6x6.   Ken and Pierre while 

sneaking in some lengthy crib games used all the tricks up their sleeves but just 

couldnôt get the big one out in the open.     With the rising popularity of 

bowhunting, we are seeing an increase in the number of bowhunters booking 

with us each year.   Our next client Alan Gehringer, Boyertown, PA was a good example.   He had a dream 

of harvesting a big BC bull moose with his bow.   Old time guide Leon Brocke was just the guide for the 

situation.   Alan took his bull at 8 yds and will never forget the thrill of it.   Speaking of bowhunters the next 

hunters off of the plane at the Horserange were both bowhunters.   Jim Burnworth, Spokane, WA and Scott 

Haugen, Walterville, OR along with cameramen Andy and >>>>>were eager to capture some footage for 

Jimôs TV show ñWestern Extremeò that airs on the Outdoor Channel.   The footage that we got was 

outstanding as Jim arrows a bull at 21 yds, another bull responds to the same call and shows up within 20 

yds, but a tree blocks the bulls vitals and Scott canôt get a clear shot.   It wasnôt a bad day though as later 

the same afternoon we were able to film Scott shooting a nice 6 point.  The cameraôs were kept handy and 

by the end of Scottôs hunt he had also harvested a moose and a 10ò Billy, all captured on film.    

 

One of the best parts of this business is the people you get to know and become friends with, such is the 

case with long time client and dear friend Merle Freyborg, Worthington, Mn.   Merle comes up and hunts 

with us every fall and we always enjoy the time we get to spend with him, this year Merle and I had a great 

time as we killed an elk and a moose all on the same dayðsometimes when the stars all line up they really 

line up.   We had a lot of work ahead of us by the time the day was over, but the weather was great, the 

scenery was fantastic and we were spending time doing what we loved.   

 

As the end of the September rolled around Jason Smith and Steve Wagner, Covington, GA were the 

final moose hunters based out of the Horse range.   Steve with guide Leon Brocke was the first to score 

on a nice wide palmed 190+ bull, then the end of September decided to behave 

like the middle of July and we had temperatures in the mid 90ôs.   The moose 

holed up and though they hunted hard Jason and Gabriel just couldnôt get one 

on the ground.    The weather was still unseasonably hot when the final elk 

hunters of the season arrived, these were repeat clients Tally Calclusure, 

Macon, GA and father/son  Thomas and Tom Myer of Macon, GA & Vale, CO.  Josh Johnson loaded up Tally 

heading for one of his honey holes and came back packing a big 6x6.   Jared Caldwell, Tom and Thomas 

played with the bulls on the Tuchodi and Jared coaxed more than one bull into range although after the 

shooting was over the horn rack was still empty.    

 

Once the last clients were loaded on the planed and headed back to Fort Nelson it was time to pull the shoes off of the horses and open 

the gate to put them back on the range for the winter.   Lori and I stayed in camp for a week and winterized our house as we will be 

trapping and wolf hunting in at the Horserange this winter.   Water lines were finally drained and cabins closed up for the winter as we 

prepared to head back to hudsonôs Hope and the hectic schedule of town life.   Our winter show schedule will be SCI in Reno Jan 21-

24, 2009 in booth #43 and  the Wild Sheep Show (formerly FNAWS) in Salt Lake City, UT Feb 5-8, 2009 in booth #1707.   If youôre 

at any of the shows weôd love to have you stop at our booth and have a visit. 

 

As we look back over our 2008 season weôd like to give credit to our crew who put in long hours and do their best to ensure that our 

clients have the hunt of their dreams.     

 


